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CHAPTER XXXVIII.
WATER-SOFTENERS AND BATH SALTS.
THESE consist essentially of alkaline carbonates, which act
chemically on the lime salts in the water, precipitating the lime
as calcium carbonate. Ordinary washing soda is quite effective
in softening water, but only a small quantity is desirable for
washing purposes, as an excess is apt to roughen the skin.
Sequicartoonate of soda is now largely used for softening water.
It consists of small, silky needle crystals, which may be delicately
perfumed, and in this form it quickly dissolves in the water.
It is best kept in bottles or wooden cases, but if exposed to the
air for any length of time it does not lose water and become
powdery like ordinary carbonate of soda.
Borax is a milder form of water-softener, and an excess is not
so harmful as in the case of carbonate of soda. It does not
dissolve so readily, but in the powdered form it is perhaps
more convenient than washing soda and may be sprinkled from a
tin with a perforated lid into the hand basin, as required. Some-
times a mixture of powdered borax with dried carbonate of
soda is used for this purpose.
Carbonate of ammonia and liquid ammonia are also em-
ployed for water-softening. The former is not so convenient to
use as the liquid form, but the latter has the disadvantage of a
strong smell. This is overcome in the so-called toilet ammonias
by perfuming with some flower odor, such as violet.
The most suitable perfumes for water-softeners are oils of
titronella, lemongrass, lavender, rosemary, and pine, A little
camphor may be added if desired. Heliotropin also makes a
pleasant and inexpensive perfume, only a few grains being
required to a pound of sequicarbonate of soda.